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SUMMER SHAKE-DOWN SHO 


by Paul Goodwin 


With the Olympic Games loom- 
ing the Australian Under 23 
team, who will be boosted by 
three over age player for the 
Olympic soccer tournament, bad 
an opportunity in Adelaide last 
week to show coach Raul Blanco 
what they were capable of. 

Faced by three leading Olympic soccer 
nations in current Gold Medal holders 
Nigeria, Asian giants South Korea and 
North African stars Egypt, in a four team 
round robin contest, the Olyroos had 
mixed fortunes. 

In their first outing the Olyroos looked 
very stylish and while they squandered a 
number of good chances they did score a 
delightful goal to clinch a win against the 
holders Nigeria. 

Wehrman clipped the ball from the 
middle to Hayden Foxe out wide and the 
flame haired defender crossed smartly for 
Daniel Allsop to nod the ball home. 

The 40th minute header was all that 
stood between the two sides at the finish, 
but it did look an impressive performance, 
despite the lack of further goals. 

In the second game the Australians 
found themselves under some pressure 
from Egypt who had been stung by a first 
game loss to South Korea. 

Parramatta Power’s newest recruit, 
Laybutt, rocked the crossbar with headers 
at each end of the field and both ends of 
the game, to no avail, though his second 
effort bounced down into the goal and 
could have been awarded if the television 
replay had been available to match offi- 
cials. 

The Australians had Grella in the side 
partnering Wehrman in the middle and the 
combination worked well. 

The winning goal came from a free 
kick by Glory boy Wehrman who found 
Foxe again, this time the big defender’s 
header going straight into the net. 

With skipper Emerton in good form 
the team showed their class and were 
deserved winners. The goal did come, 
however, immediately after the Egyptians 
were reduced to ten men when their skip- 
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per, Said, was sent off. 

The other games in the first two days of 
competition indicated that South Korea 
would again be the side to beat, having 
most recently beaten the Australians in 
their last meetings. 

And so it proved again. 

While the Australian side changed com- 
binations throughout the series, due to 
injuries and the need to experiment, they 
had not shown the kind of domination of 
their opponents that the South Koreans 
had. 

The always strong Asian nation beat 


Nigeria 3-0, hot on the heels of an equally 
convincing 2-0 defeat of Egypt. 

So the stage was set last Saturday night 
at the newly renovated Hindmarsh 
Stadium for an epic contest and a real test 
for the Olyroos led by Brett Emerton. 

The gifted Kasey Wehrman came back 
into the side in the midfield at the expense 
of Vince Grella and was joined by Eddy 
Bosnar who took over in defence from the 
injured Stephen Laybutt. 

Joe Didulica took over in goal from 
Peter Zois but, just as they had done in 
their other games, the South Koreans 


CK FOR OLYROOS 


defended superbly and managed to race to 
a 3-0 half time lead. 

In each of their earlier matches they 
had scored all of their goals well into the 
second half. 

The Australians managed to prevent 
any more breaches of their defence in the 
second period but could not find the net 
themselves. 

Overall, the series was a success as it 
brought back many young and talented 
Australians from overseas and the Adelaide 
public had a chance to get a good look at 
players of the calibre of Nick Rizzo of 


Crystal Palace, Lucas Neill of Millwall and 
Daniel Allsopp of Manchester City. 

Among the continental clubs repre- 
sented were Ajax of the Netherlands with 
Joe Didulica and Jason Culina, Empoli of 
Italy with Vince Grella and Marco 
Bresciano and NAC Breda, also of the 
Netherlands, with Peter Zois. 

All of the players had time on the field 
- some, like Clayton Zane of Molde in 
Denmark, and Parramatta Power duo Jacob 
Burns and Mile Sterjovski, less than others. 

There will be more outings for the 
Olyroos in future tournaments in the lead- 


up to the Olympics and a clearer picture 
will emerge as coach Raul Blanco assesses 
the players’ performances against a wide 
variety of teams and narrows down his 
squad. 

If nothing else Adelaide showed the 
Aussies that being at home and being high- 
ly fancied means nothing once the players 
get on the park and in South Korea, at 
least, they will have one formidable oppo- 
nent. 

And it is not only Australia who had a 
rude awakening in the Adelaide event. 
Holders Nigeria went down 0-1 to Egypt in 
their final match to wind up without a 
point or a goal to their name. All credit to 
the South Koreans, though, who were 
unbeaten and carried off the trophy with a 
clean sheet in every game and finished as 
easily the top scorers. 

It is apparent that, if nothing else, this 
tournament has exposed the Australians to 
some high class competition and shown 
them what stands between them and a 
possible medal in Sydney in the spring. 

Australian soccer supporters will now 
watch the team’s continuing program with 
great interest. 

Many will speculate on the names of 
the players to be added to the squad for 
the Olympic Games themselves. Several 
players of quality appearing currently for 
major overseas clubs spring to mind. These 
would be the ones who would not qualify 
for the Under 23 side, due to age, but will 
be allowed to participate in the Games 
which allows the competing nations three 
over-age players. Amongst the favourites 
are Paul Okon, Mark Viduka and perhaps 
Mark Schwarzer to give the team strength 
in the middle of the park. 

But there is still one eligible player, at 
least, who qualifies automatically. 

Foremost among those, in most fans’ 
minds, will be every young player’s hero; 
Harry Kewell. 

Kewell has been unavailable for a num- 
ber of important senior team matches and 
making room for him, in particular, may 
not be without its share of controversy. 

Much depends on how much time he 
makes available to fit in with the other 
players in their lead-up to the Games. 

With his presence and inspiration the 
Olyroos should be able to lift another 
notch and press the strongest possible 
claims to a Gold Medal in front of their 
home crowd. 
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young player's 


Harry Kewell - 
will he or 
won’t he? 


But there is still one eligible player, at least, who qualifies 
automatically. 

Foremost among those, in most fans’ minds, will be every 
s hero; Harry Kewell. 
Kewell has been unavailable for‘a number of important 
senior team matches and making room for him, in particular, 
may not be without its share of controversy. 

Much depends on how much time be makes available to fit 
in with the other players in their lead-up to the Games. 

With bis presence and inspiration the Olyroos should be able 
to lift another notch and press the strongest possible claims to a 


Gold Medal in front of their home crowd. 
é A | 


TABLE & FINAL STANDINGS 


Team Played Draw Loss For Against Points 
Korea 3 3 0 0 8 0 g 
Australia 3 2 0 1 2 3 ‘Cn 
Egypt 3 1 0 2 1 3 3 
Nigeria 3 0 0 3 0 5 0 


LAST WORD 


with John Perosh, numero uno with Northern Spirit 


When was the last time you ..... 


Scored a goal? In my Young Socceroo days against were also in the side - along with 
Mexico in September 1992. players such as Kevin Muscat, Craig 
Being a goalkeeper, it was a long My Northern Spirit team mates, Moore and John Aloisi. It was a 


time ago! The 1989 Under 15 State Sean Cranney and Luke Casserley, good squad! 
titles - playing for NSW of course. I 
scored a penalty. 

Prayed? 

Last Sunday. 

Went on holiday? 

I was fortunate enough to get to 
France for the 1998 World Cup. It 
was fantastique! 


Fell about laughing? 


The last time Tony Perinich told a 
joke. 


Had a good night out? 

After our match against Sydney 
United. We enjoyed that win at 
home after a bit of a drought this 
season. 

Were mistaken for someone else? 
Never - to date. 

Had a run-in with a team mate? 


Every week at Northern Spirit!!! 


Swapped shirts with an oppo- 
nent? 
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MATCH OF THE DAY 


By Mark Fowler 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 (J Ghisso 6’ M 
Hawrysiuk 24’) 

Leichhardt Tigers 3 (V Tomasevic 23’ S 
Karavatakis 55’ J Stubbs-Mills 67’) 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles: 1 S Bozic, 2S 
Utjesenovic, 3 B Green (19 A Cetinay 

85’), 4 B Dragas, 5 M Crnokrak, 6 D Reid, 8 
D Harding (9 L Gunn 73’), 10 J Ghisso, 14 M 
Hawrysiuk, 15 S Van Bentum, 18 R Mandic 


Shots: 19 

Corners: 13 

Free kicks: 16 

Booked: R Mandic 27’ & 52’, B Dragas 36, J 
Ghisso 60’, B Green 68’ 

Sent off: R Mandic (2 Yellow cards) 


Leichhardt Tigers: 1 S Woods, 3 B Milicevic 
(2 F Macolino 62’), 5 M Galluzzo, 6 V 
Tomasevic, 8 J Stubbs-Mills, 10 J Bruni, 11 
S Karavatakis, 12 A Nicol, 14 Z Adioski (7 C 
Lansdown 69’), 15 A Dowling, 18 Y Talcevski 
Shots: 22 

Corners: 5 

Free kicks: 10 

Booked: Z. Adioski 52’, M. Galluzzo 57’, V. 
Tomasevic 61’ 


Referee: Nick Asargiotis 
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Super Soccer rating - 4 stars 


Last week’s Super Soccer said this one 
should be a thriller - and it was! 


The Leichhardt Tigers sealed their sec- 
ond win in as many games in a pulsating 
battle at the Serbian Centre on Saturday 
night. 

In front of a vocal crowd the White 
Eagles were 2-1 up and seemingly cruising 
until Rajko Mandic needlessly got himself 
sent off. Fifteen minutes later the Tigers 
were in front with a lead they just held on 
to. 

Bonnyrigg brought back Bobby Dragas 
from suspension, Leigh Gunn and Aydin 
Cetinay having to settle for places on the 
bench, while the other new starter was 
Mandic, making his White Eagles debut. It 
is one he will remember for some time. 

Like their hosts, the Tigers were also 
settled making just the one change. 
Andrew Dowling came into the side at the 
expense of David James - ex-Parramatta 
player Dowling making a welcome return 


Bozic connects with a punch. 


to Super League after his falling out with 
the Eagles last season. 

The game started with a bang for 
Bonnyrigg, and with their first shot on goal 
they went 1-0 up. Stewart Van Bentum got 
free on the left-hand side of the penalty 
area, and his driven ball across the goal 
mouth was turned into the net with ease 
by makeshift striker Johnny Ghisso. In fact 
it was a real makeshift strike-force for the 
White Eagles, with Ghisso joined by 
Michael Hawrysiuk, better know as a mid- 
fielder. Bonnyrigg, with the confidence of 
that goal looked the more likely to add to 
the score-line, but on 14 minutes a hurried 
clearance by Tigers goalkeeper Shaun 
Woods saw Joe Bruni, who starred for the 
White Eagles while on loan last season, 
scamper clear before being forced wide. 

Against the run of play the Tigers 
equalised with a soft goal. A corner from 
the left saw goalkeeper Sasha Bozic come 
and miss the ball, and Vuko Tomasevic had 
the simple task of heading into the empty 
net. 

Bonnyrigg responded immediately 


Blago Milicevic (Leichhardt) and Michael Hawrysiuk (Bonnyrigg) battle. 


through Hawrysiuk, who hit the side net- 
ting from an acute angle, before another 
flowing Bonnyrigg move saw them go 2-1 
up after 24 minutes. Switching the ball 
well, it was moved from the left-hand side 
across to the right. Sasha Utjesenovic did 
well to lay the ball back into the path of 
Ghisso, who dragged the ball back away 
from the defender with sublime skill. His 
poked shot was blocked by Woods but fell 
straight to Hawrysiuk, whose 

task of finishing was as simple as 
Ghisso’s first had been. Another White 
Eagles corner saw David Harding take too 
long to get a shot in and he was dispos- 
sessed, the Tigers racing the length of the 
field after Andrew Nicol found 
Karavatakis. Only a timely intervention by 
Dragas saved 

the day for the home side. 

As the first half came to a close 
Harding again took too long after Woods 
spilled Ghisso’s cross, and in injury time 
Hawrysiuk put the same player through a 
gap only to see Woods save a weak shot 
with his feet. A goal at that stage would 


have seen the White Eagles go in 3-1 at the 
break, and they were missed chances that 
proved costly. 

The second half was only six minutes 
old when Mandic tugged the shirt of his 
opponent. The contact was clear to all in 
the ground, and referee Nick Asargiotis had 
no option but to issue the player’s second 
yellow card and send him off. Seconds 
later the resulting free kick saw Adioski 
superbly denied by Bozic, saving the origi- 
nal shot then diving bravely at the feet of 
the ex-Bankstown striker. Also diving in to 
ensure Adioski wouldn’t score was White 
Eagles captain Ben Green, who caught an 
accidental boot from his opponent.A push 
and shove followed, which saw Adioski 
foolishly retaliate and he was lucky only to 
see yellow - and this just a minute or so 
after the opposition themselves had been 
reduced to ten men. 

The Tigers needed to make their 
numerical advantage count, and they did so 
almost immediately. Adioski got free on the 
right and his cross was deflected off the 
Bonnyrigg defence - straight into the path 


of Karavatakis. Super League’s all time 
leading scorer wasn’t going to miss from 
just 10 metres out. 

Chances fell to both teams after a spell 
that saw another four players booked, 
before the game settled down and the 
Tigers scored what proved to be the win- 
ning goal. Karavatakis turned provider this 
time, laying the ball off for James Stubbs- 
Mills, whose shot was on target but seem- 
ingly covered by Bozic - until a wicked 
deflection of Dragas saw the ball go in the 
opposite corner. 3-2 up and with a one- 
man advantage, Tigers Coach Les de Celis 
shrewdly took off Adioski, on a yellow 
card, and brought on the speedy Chris 
Lansdown. 

As the time drifted by, Bonnyrigg sum- 
moned up a number of late efforts causing 
considerable consternation in the Tigers 
defence, but to no avail. The lack of a nat- 
ural striker with the loss of Colin Luff and 
Robbie Gomez seemed to cost Bonnyrigg. 
Leichhardt will prove tough to beat this 
season, with good attacking strength, 
although their rear-guard will need some 
work by De Celis. 

Indeed De Celis admitted as much after 
the game, saying that he thought his team 
had been naOve at times, especially when 
up against ten men. 

For the White Eagles John Turner felt 
his team had no luck. Despite two losses 
out of two for last year’s premiers, Turner 
said that while he was disappointed with 
the result he was delighted with the way 
his team had played and with the effort of 
his players. 

“We'll only get better, and we'll be 
there or there abouts at the end,” he added. 

The Tigers can carry on their excellent 
start to the season in the next two weeks 
when they travel to Fairfield and then 
Macarthur, while Bonnyrigg host 
Macarthur on the weekend before travel- 
ling to Canterbury Marrickville. 
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Fairfield — 


Team Colours 


White Shirts/red trim 
White shorts/red trim 
White socks 


Coach: Joe Watson 


FAIRFIELD 


1. SEAN CAHILL 
2. CHARLIE AKLE 
3. GELVIN SHUKUR 
4, GARRY MYLES 
5. NATHAN CUNEEN 
6. JOSHUA VLAHOS 
7. JOE BARILLA 
8. DANIEL BUCKLEY 
9, ZAIA KHNANISHO 
10. DAVID D'URSO 


11, EDVIN SEJRANOVIC 


12. ROCKY SARKIS 


13. JOHN MENZAGOPIAN 


15, PETER CARBONE 
16. NENOS BOBO 
17. ALLAN WAWI 


COACH: DANNY ABBOUD 


OANOARWN— 


10 
11 


14. 
15. 
16. 


20 
22 
23 


BULLS 


. Dragon Pupovac 

. Chris Giometti 

. Phil Treharn 

. Damien Luksic 

. Michael Vrankovic 
. Salvatore Larocca 
. George Zabetakis 
. Paul Bourke 

. Mark Hoenselaars 


. Matthew Borg 

. Darren locca 
Roman Nikolic 
Michael Cavallaro 
Milan Savic 

. Sean Cahill 

. Fernando Pelligrino 
. Devrim Huseyin 


1. JAMES MEYER 
2. MOHAMMED MUSLEMANI_ 
3. TOM CORTE ‘ 
4, DAVID PROVAN 
5. JOHN PAUL BOUTROS 
6. RICKY WARD 
7. ADRIAN D’ONOFRIO 
8. ANGUS GOODRICK 
9. PAUL LOMBARDO 
10, BRETT MURRAY 
COACH: BILLY MCCOLL 


GRD suPER LEAGUE 


LEICHHARDT — 


2. Fabio Macolino 
3. Blago Milicevic 
4. Andrew Dowling 
5. Michael Galluzzo 
6. Vuko Tomasevic 
7. Chris Lansdown 
8. James Stubbs-Mills 
9. David James 

10. Joe Bruni 

11. Steve Karavatakis 
12. Andrew Nicol 
13. Mite Talcevski 
14. Zoki Adioski 

15. Greg Fuchs 

16. Anthony Tesoro 
17. Chris Cowley 
18. Yane Talcevski 
19. Andrew Nolan 
20. Mark Catelli 

21. Andrew Falas 
22. Joshua Bulgin 


FAIRFIELD 
1. STEVEN MINOVSKI 
2. DALE FILLINGHAM 
3. CRAIG SPEECHLEY 
4. PAUL MCDERMOTT © 
5. HAYDEN SCHNEIDER 
6. PETER CARBONE 
7. PHILLIP BADOLATO 
8. SARGON GERWAGIS 
9. DIEGO GOURGUES 
10. STEPHEN GALLARDO 
11. ADAM SAMUEL 
12. TIM DURIC 
13. MATHEW SPINKS 
14. STAVROS ARZAPITIAN 
15. CHRIS ZERBINIS 
16. CHRIS MICALLIF 
17, EDDIE EYOU 
20. NICK BUCCIARELLI 
COACH: SAM ISAAC: 


Fairfield 


BULLS 


Proudly sponsored by 
Assyrian Australian Association 
Nineveh Club Limited 


Home Ground: Nineveh Club Soccer Field, 673 Smithfield Road, Edensor Park 
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White Shorts 
White Socks 
jaroon/Sky Blue trim 


now.e 


Coach: Les DeCelis 


1. CAMERON MOORE 
2. PAUL NICOLAOQU 
3. LIAM CAMERON 
4. MOUSSA CHAHINE 
5. DANIEL CUNNINGHAM 
6. JOSEPH CIANO. 
7. ROBBIE CAMPAGNA 
8. MICHAEL O'RILEY 
9. ROBERT TRIMBOLI 
10. ANTHONY MAZZA 
11, FRANCESCO ZARRELLA 
12. DAVID HUTCHINSON 
13. JOSH DE'KELLY 
14. PETER TALCEVSK! 
15. MARIO RACITI 
16. RADE UNIPAN 
17. JONATHAN FARIAS 
30. MARK CARBONE 
COACH: JOHN ROMEO 


SUPER LEAGUE GI 


St George 


SAINTS 


Team Colours 


White Shirts/Red trim 
White Shorts/Red trim 
White Socks/red lettering 
Coach: John Sentas 


st 
1. JAMES ADAMO. 
2. RYAN TOOMBS 
3, ANTHONY CARLINO 
4, JOHNNY FOTIADIS 
5. BEN PROCTOR 
6, DAISUKE NAKAYAMA 
7. JAMIE DANASKOS 
8. SASHA SIMONOVSKI 
9, ANTHONY ADAMO 
10. LUKE CAIRNEY 
41. ZLATE KUZMANOVSKI 
_ 12. DAVID HOFIERKA — 
14. SHANE MERCER - 
15. DAVID O'HAN 
16. BRAD CAMPBELL 
17. PETER ANDRIOTIS 
COACH: TREVOR TROTMAN 


Les Bihari 

George Maglis 

Simon Verrender 

Nick Bolianitis 
Michael Kladis 

Mark Brennan 

Max Sevares 

Bill Petrovski 

Angelo Petratos 

10. Jim Bakis 

11. Elias Augerinos 

12. Matthew Galea 

13. Con Sigrimis 

14. Stefan Janic 

15. Achilles Markopoulos 
16. Manuel Papageorgiou 
20. Stacy Alogdellis 


OONooh Wh = 


CANTERBURY 
1. PETER SPOTHIS 
2. PETER TSIGOLIS 
3. DARIO TORRIS! 
4, MIGUEL VIEIRA 
5. JOHN THEODOROPOULOS 
6. ANTHONY FALAS 
7. PATRICK GALLOWAY 
8, JOEL DONNELLY 
9. CON STAVERIS 
40. GONCALO GUEDES 
11. JOHN TESTONE 
12, ANDREAS SOUFERLIS 
COACH: ARTHUR KAZAS 


Sydney Home Loans 


Home Ground: St George Stadium, 88 Bestic Street, Rockdale 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


ss, 


Frei Mikuletic 
Michael Raeburn 
Adrian Molachino 
Simon Fedele 
Matthew Percy 

Zoran llic 

Jose Mendes 

Scott Wells 

9. Steve Christoforidis 
10. Jim Nikas 

11. Angelo Markopoulos 
12. Terry Sidiratos 

13. Aheleas Kotsopoulos 
14. Joe Ferraro 

15. Rudi Nasser 

16. Adrian Vizzari 

17. Robert Jerkovic 

18. Vince Condoluci 

19. Patrick Galloway 

20. Jose Bello Amigo 
21. Danny Giorgokopoulos 
22. Michael Tsigolis 

23. Terry Palapanis 


OSD OLN 


ADAN ; 
41. NEIL MELVILLE 
12. GEORGE ee 


COACH: NEILRHODES 


George Saints 


Proudly sponsored by 


Soccer City 


Canterbury M/Ville — 


Team Colours 


Blue Shirts 
Blue Shorts 
Blue Socks 

Coach: John Xipolitas 


CANTERBURY 
1. TRISTIAN TULLOCK 
2. PAUL REPETI 
3. DENNIS DUNDOVIC 
4. SCOTT THOMPSON 
5. DANIEL VELJANOVSKI 
6. ANTONY MERSIADES. 
7. JONATHAN VAVASIS 
8. MATT CULLA 
9. DAVID GIRALDO 
10. ZADEN JOSE-SANDAISS! 
11. MARKO GALANTE 
12. EMIL FADEL 
13. CHRIS KLAFAS 
14, AIDEN MCBARROR 
15, ARTHUR KAVGAS: 
16. CHRIS CARMONA 
17. NICK KUZMANOSKI 
18. STUART VELLA 
19. PHILLIP ZABAKS 
COACH: IAN RAEBURN 
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VRUUNDS> SUPER LEAGUE 


Andrews Road Field - Saturday 22 January - Kick Off 7.00pm 


Parramatta 


GLES 


1. Luke Martin 1. Jason Holmes 

3. Steve Sweeney 2. Scott Xuereb 

4, Kaan Davies 3. Geoff Dwyer 

5. ke aa 4. Mark Reveley 

6. Martin Driene 5. Malcolm Meilak 

e Bob Casserly 6. Tom Bazdaric 

8. Chris Ackerley 7. ten? : 
9. Danny Hinton AUTOR, PANZANO 


8. Alex Trpkoski 
9. Adam Anderson 


10. Richard Astone 
11. Allan Picken 


15. Anthony Driene 
16. Jason Lewis 
18. Jonathon Grima 
22. Ivan Necevski 


10. Anthony Mittiga 
11. Nikolce Joseski 
12. George Wakim 


13. Glen Meilak 
14. Stephen Chips 
15. Ben Delicata 
20. Michael Xuereb 


Team Colours 
Sandro Borsato, Brett Buckpitt, 


Simon Casserly, Paul Cleary, Greg 
Collins, Shane Crampton, John 
Grant, Garth Tehliwec, Greg 
Thomas, Alan Worobiej, and 
Robert Wozniczka. 


* Please note that the allocated numbers of the Under-21 and Under-18 teams will vary. 


UNDER 21’S 5.00pm UNDER 138’S 3.00pm 
PARRAMATTA* PARRAMATTA* | 
aa PCL on 1. DANIEL FARIAS GUS ORCAJO 1. PAUL BAYLEY 
fo WAN NEoeEK 2. ADRIAN MEILAK 2, MARK MIJAS 2. SIMON VALE 
3 3. DANIEL BORG 3. DANIEL WELLS 3. GARY VAN DIGGELE | 
STEVE ANDREWS 4. DANIEL CELESTINO 4. PEARCE MCGUINESS: 4. BENJAMIN MAILER 
KARIM BALLOOT 5. BEN SHORT 5, LUKE BOYD 5. GREGG JACKSON 
SE rae: 6. BRADLEY MOORE 6. SIMON EMMANUEL 6. ADAM MANSUETO 
STEVE DIMOVSKI 7. ALEX MUSCAT 7. DARRIN ROBERTSON 7. TROY STONE 
DANIEL LOWNDS Sips MaNSEIS FM OHNNY CHAVEZ. 0: ALIOUNENDIAVE 
Lu 9. J f 
_ BOBBY MARANGON 
GLENN MACPHERSON 2,89 i Mt re 10. ULAS AVSAR 10. MICHAEL DEBONO 
PAUL PETROVSKI 10. DANIEL MITTIGA ; 
ey Wee 11, DAMIAN HARDIMAN 11. ASHLEY DE’ABEL 11. ANTUN BRCIC | 
MICK RENNY {SE DANIEL DILORETO 12. ADAM KOZLOWSKI 12. DANIEL TOSOLINI 
NICK RYAN (e ERUABDOCASTHO 13. WASSIM BALLOOT 13. NIKOLA NACOVSKI 
JASON SCIBERRAS 14. ERCAN TOPAL 14, MATTHEW OSMAN \ 
GARTH TEHLIWEG 14. DAVID OZACARDI 15. GEOFF MENDHAM 15. SIMON ZAHRA 
MARK TOLAND 15. JEFFREY FONSECA DENIS ILIC TUMAY BEHA 
ALAN WOROBIES 20. MICHAEL XUEREB Be 18: } 
ROBERT WOZNICZKA - 23. OWEN RODGERS 17. NATHAN SPINKS | 
COACHS: DAVID CLOSE AND COACH: TAM FINLAYSON 24. JIMMY PANOPOULOS 20. STEPHEN SALIBA | 
TONY STAMBOULE COACH: JOSE DJALO COACH: SASHA BOSKOVSK| 


would like to thank the following sponsors... 


GLENMORE 


Panthers World of Entertainment, Glenmore Park Realty, 
Prospect Credit Union, Good Guys, Clarendon Homes 


Home Ground: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 
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Bonnyrigg 


W/EAGLE 


1. Sasha Bozic 
2. Sasha Utjesenovic 


1. Peter Munsie 
2. Graeme Goodfellow 


3. Ben Green 3. Ben Willard 

4. Bobby Dragas 4. Gary Attard 2 
5. Milan Crnokrak 5. Martin Bourke fr” 
6. David Reid 6. Matthew O’Shea 

7. Javier Mancino 7. lan McDonald 

8. David Harding 8. Paul Bentvelzen 


9. Leigh Gunn 

10. Johnny Ghisso 
11. Paul Candelori 
12. Tayfun Devrimol 


9. Eric Williams 
10. Adrian Macerola 
11. Danial Cummins 


14. Michael H ao 12. Gary Newall 
ee ee 13. Colin McAusland 
Team Colours 15. Senet Va eettum ie eee Team Colours 
16. James Warburton White/Maroon & Grey Shirt 
Red Shirts-Blue trim 17. Konrad Leski 16. Tony Judge White & pi roch Gey Shee 
Blue Shorts-Red trim | . ‘ : 18. Wes Horne Maroon & Maroon/Grey 
White Socks 18. Rajko Mandic 19. Dale Clayton Socks 
Coach: John Turner 19. Aydin Cetinay Coach: Brian Dene 
20. Trinity Allen 
UNDER 21’S 5.00pm UNDER 1 B’S 
| curaceny rem areerrN i) iaamue SEE | coer | 
| | piv i Paaes | 
| cela elas a 1. ALL AKBAL 
NEHAD MOSHE 


2. MARKO KLEUT 
3. MANUEL KALLIANIS 
| 4. MIROSLAV SEKULJICA 
| 5. ANDREW GADDES. 


3. DARIM ABDURAHMAHOVIC 
4, JAVIER GELOS 
5. STEVAN ANTONIC 
6. LUKE SALKELD 
7. JOHN DI FRANCESCO 
8, JOVICA NOVAKOVIC 
9, ALEX VESELINOVIC 
I 10, MATTHEW PEARMAN 
I 11. FABIAN VEGAS 
12. DANIEL MORIN 
13. BRIAN SMITH 
14. LEON CHARALAMBOUS 
15. DANIEL KUZIOW 
COACH: DANNY BLANUSA 


|| 6. ARIF HUSEYIN 
| 7. TROY MCCOLL 
| 8. WALTER CHIACCHIO 
9. DARRELL FERNANDES 
10. MICHAEL WEST 
11. SASHA MILOSAVLJEVIC 
12. DANIEL BORG 
13. DON CARENZA 
14. SEAN MCARTHY 
15. STEPHEN NELIGAN 
16. HENRY SCHAPERS 
17. MILAN TAMBURIG 
18. UROS VUKELIC 
| 19. CARLOS CUTIERREZ 
| 20. LUIS ESCALANTE 
COACH: VIC ELLUL 


w.e 


would like to thank the following major sponsors for their suppoft e- 


¢ B &S WINDOWS 


¢ VISY BOARD INNOVATIVE PACKAGING 
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SSUPER LEAGUE 


Cromer Park - - Samurday 22 January - Kick Off G.0Opm 


Blacktown City 


1. Dean McCreath 1. Fernando canis Grsea 
é 2. Paul Yates 
2. Andre Glucina F 
3. Steve Riches 
3. Sean Robertson F 
‘ 4. Damien Foxe 
4. Kelvin Foster : 
: : 5. Chris Bradley 
5. Martin Ranaldi 
. : 6. Damon Langan 
6. Thomaz Mikulski 
. 7. Paul Dee 
7. David Kuhn . 
. 8. Peter Sermanni 
8. Keith Long 
9. Mark Hagger 
9. Mark Beldham 10. J B tt 
10. Scott McGuire econ OTS 


12. Marten Jagers 7 Sebi oi ‘ 
13. Robert Smithies . Brendan Salama 


15. Paul Marosevic 


Team Colours 14. Christian Wheeler 16: Swen liar 
15. Steve Hickman 17. ae a . 
Colour Blue with 16. Matt Godwin 18. P : | Rich nh . n 
White frontal flash 17. Timothy Wilson bee Go ines 
andi Roditein 19. Naoki Imaya on Si 
Coach: Tony Pezzano 20. Nathan Reid Coach: Brian Brown 
UNDER 21 "Ss 4.00pm UNDER 18’S 23/1/00 5.00pm | 
DOLPHINS DOLPHINS 
1. PETER DOUGHENEY 1. NATHAN REID 1. MICHAEL STEELL 1. JAMES WILKINSON 
2. BARRY-JON VAN WYK 2. LEE MAYBERRY ’ 2. MARK SZEWCZYK 2. TOM CHARLTON } 
SN SRDS 3.RUSSELLHALL 3. JOHN DRIVAS 3. MAT O'DONOHUE 
Bact arat 4. MATTHEW BROWN era eS ae 4, BRETT MASON 
6 TIGRAN HAROUTIOUNIAN 5. CLINT MAYBERRY Se SAY BIRBEOS 5. RYAN NOBLE 
7. CHRIS STUBBS-MILLS 6. PETER OSBORNE z 7. JAMES SHARKEY. 6. MICHAEL CHAMPION 
8, GAVIN YATES 7. ROLAND WEBER “B GEN BOSE 7. RYAN HALL 
9. PAUL HAYDEN 8. NATHAN WYNNE 9. WILSON TERUZZI 8. MAT WILLS | 
10, JUSTIN JONES 9. ADAM KWASNIK 10. GARTH MORING 9, NAJIB HADDID | 
11, ANTHONY MARTIN 10. FILLIPE BACCAN 11. DANIAL NERO 10. MARCUS FROST 
12. VINCE BAGNATO 11. ROD HUTCHINSON 12. IVAN TOMAS 11. FERUCCIO HANZA 
SEES cia COACH: TOM MCMORROW 13. KIAVASH SEIAR 12. TOM QUILTY 
15. ALEXANDER SCRIVEN VA DHE EY SHOR IS MICHELE GB ASER 
16. ANTHONY TALLADIRA pe NEN OTANI 15. JAN ALBERT-THENET 
| 17. STEPHEN VISKI 16. CHRISTOPHER WATSON 16. ROGER GALAYINI 
| 21. ADAM FROST Una 17. OMAR MAKK\ 
| 22, ROBERT WATSON E COACH: PHIL MCMULLEN 
| COACH: ERIC VAN WYK 19. MILOS MALATINEC 


COACH: GRAEME COHEN 
| 


__ Manly Warringah Dolphins 


Proudly sponsored by... 


Austral Bricks 
Ericcson Business Phone Centre 


Home Ground: Cromer Park, South Creek Road, Dee Why 
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SUPER LEAGUE? 


Jensen Park - Sunday 23 January - Kick Off 6.00pm 


- BANKSTOWN CITY _ fentral Coast 


| | i. d ' > | 
| x . ¥ oa Y a = , ia = \ s y % me m3, X% y | 


1. Zlatko Joseski 
2. Tony Joseski 
3. Tony Trpceski 
4. Richard Luksic 

5. Mark Abi-Arrage 

6. Anthony Kanaan 

7. Nabil Kodmani 

8. George Issa 

9. Goce Trposki 

10. Damien Zane 

11. Robert Issa 

12. Michael Lemazina 
14. Sasho Talevski 

17. Hossam Nouh 

18. Bryan Raeburn 


1. Gary Meier 

2. Shaun Matthews 
3. Marcus Steele 
4. Mark Drysdale 
5. Adam Peatey 

6. Steve Cutler 

7. Peter Preston 
8. Shane Knight 
9. Nathan Byrn 
10. Paul Roberts 
11. Peter Ritchie 
13. Brent Demery 
14. Aaron Binskin 
15. Wes Bennett 
16. Ryan Marshall 
17. Brett Jaeger 
18. Mitchell Daley 
19. Stuart Sontag 
22. Darren Moore 


UNDER 21°’S 4.00pm 22/1/00 


UNDER 18’S 


1, CEM AKILI 
2. PANDE NIKOLOVSKI 
3. BEKIM AHMEDI 
4. ALEN STAJCIC 
5. DAVID PINTOS 
6. RODNEY LOCK 
7. ALEX ARDONE 


1. MATT COLLITS 
2. TRAVIS MAUDE 
3. MITCHELL DALEY 
4. DAN MORRIS 
5, NICK PURER 
6. MICK COATES 
7. STEPHEN BECH 


1. ANDREW MARCELINO 
2. ZORAN CVETKOVSKI 
3. STEVE ROLEVSK! 

4. BILL SOTIROPOULOS 
5. TOM MARKOVSKI 
6. ALBERT CICEK 
7. STEVEN STEVANOVSKI 


1. SCOTT HORVATT 
2. SCOTT JONES 
3. NICK MORRIS 
4. MICHAEL COOK 
5. JASON DONNELLY 
6, JASON MCMINIMEE 
7. MARC FALZON 


8. NICK MASTLINKOVSKI 8. DANE HOKIN 8. CHRIS FALLICO 8. SHANE MCPARLAND 
9, ANDREW STRAGYLOS 9. DANIEL SURRIDGE 9. HASSAN MEHMET 9. ra, ene 
10. LARRY TRAJKOVSKI 10. CAL ROPER 10. MATTHEW POLLARD 10. NICK WELL 
41, JOHNNY PARCIO 41. RYAN MCKENDRICK 11. CHRIS NESTAROVSK! 11. JAMES PERRY 
12. MARK LANCASTER 12. SHAUN BREWER 14. JEHAD KASSEM 12. JEFF HALL 


RG: ADAM KURTZ 
13. JOHNNY KAPARIZOV 
16. SEFER YILIDIZ 
17. PAUL PARRAS 
20. TOM BRISKOVSKI 
COACH; ALEN STAJCIC 


COACH: ANDREW OLLIER 


15. ELIAS OCHOA 
16. CARLOS ARANGO 
17. NICK GORGIOSKI 
18. BEN SHRIMPTON 
RG. JOHN ANGELKOVSKI 


COACH: WALTER ALVAREZ 


proudly sponsored by 


13. STEPHEN RAYNER 
14. DAVID BREWER 
15, PETER LEARY 
16, JUSTIN SELKIRK 
17. NATHAN CARMODY 
20. DANIEL KENNEDY 
COACH: JOHN MCLAFFERTY 


Direct Smash Repairs, Bucinski Accounting Enterprises, 


G. Mack & Co (Accounting & Tax Services), 
Reedswain Australia (Soccer Books & Videos), 


D &V Building Supplies, Sas Deli 
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Wa SUPER LEAGUE 


David Phillips Field - Sunday 23 January - Kick Off 6.00pm 


Eastern Suburbs 


Team Colours 


Red Shirts-Blue sides- 
white collar 


Blue Shorts 


1. Costa Anastasiadis 
2. David Segreto 

3. Mathew Dihm 

4. Craig Sharpley 

5. John Pillemer 

6. Matt Shepherd 

7. Yavuz Ekinci 

8. Rudy Jerkovic 

9. Jimmy Aschner 
10. Steve McComb 
11. Peter Pullicino 
12. Aaron Holst 

13. Talat Kice 

14. Menios Mitakidis 
15. Murat Kuru 

16. Malcolm Nicholls 
17. Ben Deighan 

18. David Blinoff 

22. Leo Premutico 


1. Dennes Olla 

2. Adam Daley 

3. David Tedesco 
4. Clint Harrod 

5. Eduardo Giraldo 
6. Hakon Carlsson 
7. Con Paradisis 
8. Cord Tolson 

9. Ali Salim 

10. Matt Merralls 
11. Kris Karanasos 
12. Craig Hobbs 
13. Jimmy Corbo 
14. Malcolm Bideau 


SUTHERLAND SHIRE 


Team Colours 


White Shirt with Blue trim 


15. Phil Wurth Black Shorts 
16. Dejan Ristovski Black Socks with 
17. Aaron Harris white band 


Coach: John Lavin 
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Eastern Suburbs 


would like to thank the following sponsors: 


Home Ground: Wentworth Pa 


“UNDER 18°S 22/1/00 = 5.00pm_ 


| a 


Match Facts...Match Fact 


NSW Super League Round 2 


Macarthur Rams v 
St George Saints 
Bensley Road Sports Complex, 15 January 


Macarthur, 2 (Attard, 6’, Williams, 57’) - St George, 0 
Attendance: 300 


Macarthur: Munsie, Goodfellow, Willard, Attard (Newall 
73’), Bourke, O’Shea, McDonald, Williams Judge 90+’), 
Macerola (Bentvelzen 58’) 


Shots: 10 
Corners: 2 

Fouls: 9 

Booked: Williams 


St George: Alogdellis, Maglis, Verrender Janic 60’), Kladis, 
Brennan, Petratos (Papageorgiou 69’), Bakis, Augerinos, 
Galea, Markopoulos, Watson (Sevares 58’) 


Shots: 11 
Corners: 5 
Fouls: 10 


Super Soccer rating: 4 


Summary: Despite the bumpy surface at Bensley Road, 
Rams and Saints supporters were witness to a high stan- 
dard game of Super League football. The home side took 
an early lead when youngster Gary Attard slalomed his 
way through the Saints defense and drove firmly into the 
left-hand corner of Stacey Alogdellis’ net. The Rams 
increased their lead in the 58th minute when Golden Boot 
aspirant, Eric Williams, latched onto a Martin Bourke pass 
from right midfield and slotted the ball home. St George 
increased their intensity following Williams’ effort but 
Peter Munsie was impassable in the Macarthur goal. 


Super League fans...watch out for #15 for Macarthur, a 
loan signing from Wollongong by the name of Chad 
Bishop. A player with great vision, a superb-left foot, and 
immense strength on the ball. 


Blacktown City v 
Bankstown City 
Gabbie Stadium, 15 January 


Blacktown, 0 - Bankstown, 1 (Z. Joseski, 77m) 
Attendance: 500 


Blacktown: Greco; Yates; Lowe; Langan; Bradley (Naoki, 
61m); Dee; Sermanni (Reid, 77m); Brown; Richardson; 
Hagger (Riches, 83m); Bennett 


Bankstown: Z. Joseski;T Joseski (Kanaan, 74m); Trpceski; 
Luksic; Raeburn; Abi-Arrage; Kodmani; Zane; Trposki 
(Talevski, 88m); Lemazina; Grozdanovski. 


Cautions: Blacktown - Hagger; Bankstown - Lemazina, 
Grozdanovski 
Sent Off: Greco (77m) 


Super Soccer rating: 4 


Summary: A game whose outcome was determined more 
by the referee than the players, when Blacktown’s ‘keeper 
was sent off in the 77th minute for a professional foul once 
his defence’s pleas for Kire Grozdanovski being offside 
were ignored. Bankstown ‘keeper, Zlatko Joseski, Bosnich- 
like took to the penalty spot and didn’t miss. With one 
man down for the last 13 minutes, Blacktown rued their 
four first-half missed chances. Overall, they were two well- 
matched sides with Bankstown particularly strong in mid- 
field and with an able defensive trio of Raeburn, Luksic and 
Zlatko Joseski to back them up if Blacktown were able to 
get through. Blacktown missed their inspiration captain, 
Damien Foxe, who is nursing a groin strain and is expect- 
ed back next week for the clash against Manly Warringah. 
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Match Facts...Match Fact 


Eastern Suburbs v 


Central Coast 
David Phillips Field, 16 January 


Eastern Suburbs, 0 - Central Coast, 2 (Roberts 67m, Knight 
71m) 


Referee : Jonathon Streater 
Attendance : 500 


Eastern Suburbs : Con Anastasiadis, David Segreto (David 
Blinoff 69m), Mathew Dihm, Craig Sharpley, Mathew 
Shepherd, Yavus Ekinci, Jimmy Aschner, Steve McComb 
John Pillemer 76m), Peter Pullicino,Aaron Holst, Malcolm 
Nicholls. Subs Not Used : Leo Premutico, Murat Kurn, 
M.Nikolic. 


Shots : Tf 
Corners : 7 
Fouls : 13 


Cautions : Sharpley 43m; Aschner 43m; Shepherd 70m 
Sent Off :Aschner 43m (Second yellow) 


Central Coast :Gary Meier, Shaun Mathews, Marcus Steele, 
Mark Drysdale, Adam Peatey, Peter Preston, Shane Knight 
(Mitchell Dale 77m), Nathan Byrn (Cal Roper 70m), Paul 
Roberts (Wes Bennett 73m), Peter Ritchie, Stuart Sontag. 
Subs Not Used : Darren Moore. 


Shots : 5 
Corners : 6 
Fouls : 10 
Cautions : Nil 

Super Soccer Rating : 4 


A solid away win to the Central Coast after they played an 
inspired second half to finish all over the top of a ten man 
Eastern Suburbs side. Easts striker Jimmy Aschner was 
sent from the field by referee Jonathon Streater for a sec- 
ond yellow card in the 43rd minute and from then on the 
game ended as an even contest. The Coasties dominated 
the midfield early in the second half and were rewarded 
with two well taken goals in the space of four minutes. 
The first was from Paul Roberts who struck home a Peter 
Ritchie cross, the second came from Shane Knight who 
latched onto a long ball from the Coasties defence to suc- 
cessfully go one on one with Easts goalkeeper Con 
Anastasiadis. Easts were gallant in defeat creating a num- 
ber of chances in the first half but some poor finishing 
and ultimately the send off of Aschner cost them any 
chance for the points. 
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Parramatta Eagles v 
Manly Warringah 
Melita Stadium, 16 January 


Parramatta, 0 (Mittiga, 10m; Joseski, 72m) - Manly 
Warringah, 0 


As soon as the game started , Parramatta Eagles tried to 
assert their authority over the game but no sooner that 
they put pressure it was the newly promoted side that 
made the initial attack on goal when the ball went up on 
the side, it was crossed but no Manly player was in front 
of goal to recieve it. 

When the 10th minute arrived it was the Eagles that 
opened the scoring through Anthony Mittiga after he 
received a perfect pass from Tom Bazdaric. 

Parramatta Eagles had to wait until the 72nd minute 
for the home team to go two up through Nikolce Joseski 
when he outpaced the defence, rounded the keeper and 
slotted the ball in to make it 2-0. 

No sooner that this was done, the Dolphins narrowed 
the lead through Martin Ranaldi when he found himself 
in the area, he went around Hardiman and after miskick- 
ing the ball he somehow got a second bite at the cherry 
and he slotted the ball wide in the bottom right hand cor- 
ner of the goals. Three minutes later it was 2-2 when the 
substitute Andre Glucina shot from 20 meters beating 
Holmes all the way. 

The Eagles were far superior for 70% of the game and 
when they relaxed they were punished and lost a pre- 


cious two points. 


s...Match Facts... 


What the ratings mean: 
Should have stayed home 


Average game 


A good contest 


We’re glad we went 


A real cracker! 


Round 3 Preview with Greg Stock 


Who would have thought that after the 
first two rounds of Super League the lad- 
der would see three of the more fancied 
sides in Fairfield, Bonnyrigg and Eastern 
Suburbs languishing on the bottom of the 
table? 

Round 3 offers these clubs an oppor- 
tunity to put some winning form on the 
board so some exciting clashes are expect- 
ed. 

The St George versus Canterbury- 
Marrickville game is one of the most tradi- 
tional in Super League and has been 
moved to Friday night.The rivalry of these 
two traditional clubs extends way back to 
1960 when St George were then known as 
Budapest and Canterbury-Marrickville, 
captained by Leo Baumgartner, boasted 
such talents as John Warren and Johnny 
Watkiss. In Super League the last time 
these two sides met was in July 1998 
where Canterbury triumphed, with a lone 
Jim Nikas goal being the difference. St 
George have never beaten Canterbury in 
12 attempts in Super League and will be 
keen to make amends after slipping up last 
week away to Macarthur. 

Fairfield Bulls take on the Leichhardt 
Tigers on Saturday at the Nineveh Field 
with Bulls coach Joe Watson already under 
the pump with two losses. Anything but a 
win could spell danger for the Bulls who 
won five of their first seven games in 1999. 
The corresponding fixture last season saw 
Leichhardt take all three points with a 3-1 
win with goals from Sarkis Boudaher, Chris 
Lansdown and Mite Talcevski, while the 
Bulls fared little better in the last match of 
the second round beaten 3-2. Leichhardt 
are a team with many attacking options 
and have racked up 9 goals in two games 
so the Bulls defence will have to be at its 
best if they are to stay competitive. 

Bonnyrigg will be looking to ease a bit 
of pressure when they host the Macarthur 
Rams at the Serbian Centre on Saturday 
night. You have to go back to 1994 to find 
a wotse start to the season for Bonnyrigg 


when they lost their first two games while 
for the Rams there are smiles all round as 
they are unbeaten after the first two starts. 
Macarthur surprised Bonnyrigg in March 
last season when a Richard Lloyd goal gave 
the visitors all three points. In their ten 
meetings so far there have been no draws 
with Bonnyrigg winning ten and 
Macarthur three, but two of their three 
wins have come at the Serbian Centre. 
John Turner will be without the talents of 
James Warburton for up to 5 months with 
injury and that won’t help his side’s 
chances as he looks to make some changes 
to a side desperate for some points. 

Penrith play host to Parramatta Eagles 
at Andrews Road on Saturday and another 
big crowd could be on the cards. Over 
1,500 saw their round one draw with 
Macarthur Rams and despite falling to 
Canterbury last week they can be excused 
for that effort as they finished the game 
with just ten men. Parramatta on the other 
hand will be disappointed after squander- 
ing their chance of three points by con- 
ceding a 2-0 lead to draw 2-2 with the 
newly promoted Manly-Warringah. Penrith 
are always tough to beat at home and with 
a good crowd behind them an upset is not 
completely out of the question. 

Blacktown City face a difficult away 
trip to Manly on Saturday night after being 
beaten at ‘fortress’ Gabbie by a disciplined 
Bankstown City last week. Their midweek 
trial game against the Parramatta Power 
seemed to flatten the side and many who 
watched the Lions game commented that 
the Demons were not at their best. Manly 
coach, Tony Pezzano, had better be careful 
as Blacktown have only ever lost two 
games running once in the past two sea- 
sons and that fact alone is an ominous sign. 
Manly stopper Steve Hickman will be look- 
ing forward to taking on his old team in a 
match which sees him pitted against the 
Demons twin strike force of Mark Hagger 
and the often brilliant Jason Bennett. 


On Sunday there are two good matches 
sure to whet the appetite of Super League 
supporters. 

At Jensen Park Bankstown City will 
meet the Central Coast in what looms as a 
‘battle royale’ between two unbeaten sides 
who many predicted would struggle. In 
their two meetings last year, Bankstown 
put 7 goals past the hapless Coasties, four 
goals away in round 8 and scored another 
3, goals at home in round 19. However, in 
meetings between the two sides the story 
is much more even with Bankstown win- 
ning 4 compared with the Coasts 3 and 1 
draw. Dale Eggleton has assured Super 
Soccer that the Coasties will be going to 
Jensen Park in search of all three points 
and with the scalps of the Bulls and the 
Wanderers already under his belt it will 
require a huge effort from the Lions to 
deny him another. 

“Desperate for points” is how Eastern 
Suburbs coach John Calleja describes the 
mood in the camp leading up to their 
Sunday night clash against Sutherland. The 
Sharks disposed of Fairfield last week in a 
strong second half performance that has 
the club buzzing with excitement. 
Sutherland won both matches last year and 
condemned Easts to the 1999 wooden 
spoon when they beat them 3-0 at 
Seymour Shaw on June 29th. But Easts are 
a much different team from last season and 
although they will be missing the enigmat- 
ic Jimmy Aschner with suspension, Ben 
Deighan should be available as will new 
signing Talat Kice, should his paperwork 
arrive from Europe in time. Sutherland still 
have skipper David Tedesco out injured, 
but last week were well represented in 
defence by Grant MacDonald and Dejan 
Ristovski who both had strong games. Kris 
Karanosis also returns from suspension to 
boost the Sharks squad and going on past 
matches between these two clubs a good 
entertaining game is predicted. 
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1st grade table 
Season not Complete 


a 


COOAFHAHFNAOWHRADAWOD YD 


P WwW D L. F A GD Pts 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 2 0 0 9 4 5 6 
Canterbury Marrickville 2 2 0 0 6 2 4 6 
Central Coast Coasties 2 2 0 0 5 1 4 6 
Macarthur Rams 2 1 1 0 3 1 2 4 
Bankstown City Lions 2 1 1 0 1 0 1 4 
Blacktown City Demons 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3 
St George Saints 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3 
Sutherland Sharks 2 1 0 1 5 7A 7 3 
Parramatta Eagles 2 0 2. 0 2 2 0 2 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 1 
Penrith Panthers 2 0 1 1 2 4 -2 1 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 0 0 2 2 5 -3 0 
Eastern Suburbs 2 0 0 2 1 4 -3 0 
Fairfield Bulls 2 0 0 2 2 6 -4 0 
21s table 18s table 
Season not Complete Season not Complete 
P W D C F A GD Pts P W D L F A GD 
Fairfield Bulls 2 2 0 0 5 1 4 6 Blacktown City Demons 2 2 0 0 6 1 5 
Parramatta Eagles 2 2 0 0 5 1 4 6 Parramatta Eagles 2 2 0 0 4 0 4 
Penrith Panthers 2 e 0 0 7 4 3 6 Fairfield Bulls 2 2 0 0 5 2 3 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 1 1 0 6 4 2 4 Leichhardt Tigers 2 2 0 0 4 2 2 
Blacktown City Demons 2 1 1 0 2 1 1 4 Macarthur Rams 2 1 1 0 3 2 1 
Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 1 0 1 4 4 0 3 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 1 0 1 4 1 3 
Central Coast Coasties 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3 Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 1 0 1 2 1 1 
Macarthur Rams 2 1 0 1 2 3 -1 3 Penrith Panthers 2 0 2 0 2 2 0 
Eastern Suburbs 2 0 1 1 2 3 -1 1 Central Coast Coasties 2 0 1 1 3 5 -2 
St George Saints 2 0 1 1 0 1 -1 1 Eastern Suburbs 2 ¢) 1 1 3 5 -2 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2g 0 1 1 2 4 -2 1 Canterbury Marrickville 2p O 1 1 1 3 -2 
Sutherland Sharks 2 0 1 1 3 6 -3 1 Sutherland Sharks 2 0 0 2 3 § -2 
Canterbury Marrickville 2 0 0 2 5 8 -3 0 St George Saints 2 0 0 2 1 6 -5 
Bankstown City Lions 2 0 0 2 1 a -3 0 Bankstown City Lions 2 0 0 2 0 6 -6 
Home Team Away Team 1st 1st G21 G21 G18 G18 
Blacktown City Demons v Bankstown City Lions 0 1 1 0 3 0 
Sutherland Sharks v Fairfield Bulls 3 1 1 4 1 2 
Macarthur Rams v St George Saints 2 0 1 0 2 1 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles v _ Leichhardt Tigers 2 3 2 4 0 1 
Canterbury Marrickville v Penrith Panthers 3 1 3 4 1 1 
Parramatta Eagles v Manly Warringah Dolphins 2 2 2 0 1 0 
Eastern Suburbs v Central Coast Coasties 0 2 4 2 2 2 
Last week, we had a preview of the whole season - this week our team of tipsters try their luck on Round 2. 
Bonnie Mersiades Paul Goodwin Mark Fowler Greg Stock Stuart Veitch 
St George v Canterbury Canterbury Marrickville Draw Draw St George Draw 
Fairfield v Leichhardt Leichhardt Leichhardt Leichhardt Leichhardt Draw 
Penrith v Parramatta Draw Parramatta Parramatta Draw Draw 
Manly v Blacktown Blacktown Blacktown Blacktown Blacktown Blacktown 
Bonnyrigg v Macarthur Bonnyrigg Draw Bonnyrigg Bonnyrigg Draw 
Bankstown v Central Coast Draw Central Coast Bankstown Draw Bankstown 
Eastern Suburbs v Sutherland Draw Draw Eastern Suburbs —_ Sutherland Sutherland 
Last week 2 2 0 2 3 
Cumulative (14) 3) 6 4 5 8 
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The Coaches: 


Brazilian 


Flair at 


Parramatta - Roberto Viera 


After working with many notable 
Australian coaching legends at a variety of 
Sydney clubs over a 20 year period - 
including Raul Blanco, Frank Arok and Les 
Scheinflug - Roberto Viera finally got to 
take the reins of the one club for which 
he has the softest spot when he took over 
Parramatta Eagles at the start of the 1999 
season. 

Having served an invaluable appren- 
ticeship under Blanco for a period of 
seven years in the 1980s, which included 
Parramatta’s historic first spell in-the NSL, 
and more recently as coach of the club’s 
Under 21 side, the Brazilian born Viera did- 
n’t hesitate when offered the position. 

The club, possibly hoping that some 
of the South American magic seen at 
Melita Stadium during the heady days of 
Argentinian born Blanco’s reign might 
return, were rewarded for their faith last 
season as the Eagles finished runners up to 
Blacktown in the race for the 
Championship. Despite having almost a 
completely new first team squad, a mix- 
ture of youth and experience, the team 
peaked at the right time and claimed a 
number of notable scalps in the second 
half of the season. 

“All the squad worked very hard on 
the training pitch and thoroughly 
deserved their success,’ said Viera of his 
class of 99. 

This season should be a chance to 
build on that foundation but as so often 
happens at a Super League club at the 
end of a successful season, the team disin- 
tegrates. Parramatta are no different and 
have lost the quantity and quality of play- 
ers that would test any clubs resources. 
Departures include Sasha Utjesenovic, 
Paul O’Grady, Andrew Dowling, Saso 
Boskovski, Grant Bard, Alex Kuzmanovic, 
Balla Conde and Mauricio Islas. In addi- 
tion, they have lost promising fringe first 
grade players John Kelso and Ahmed 
Elrich to new NSL outfit, Parramatta 
Power (to which the Eagles are aligned). 
Based on the above list the amiable Viera 
will have trouble repeating last year’s suc- 
cess but he is nevertheless quietly confi- 
dent. 


“As a bare minium we are aiming 
for the top 5 and from there anything can 
happen” 

That’s where the impressive Parramatta 
Eagles youth policy comes into play. The 
Eagles have a stunning record at Youth 
level, with three Under 21 Premierships in 
the last four seasons and three from 
three Under 18 Premierships being rock 
solid evidence that the club must be 
doing something right with its juniors. 

Viera is confident that, as in 1999, 
the young players the club has at its dis- 
posal will once again come to the fore. 
“Whilst players like O’Grady, Conde and 
Bard ate impossible to replace instantly I 
am able to call upon a number of skillful 
young players who I can then try and 
mould into first graders. So far this season 
the youngsters are doing the job for me, 
but mind you, you cannot coach experi- 
ence into them so-there will still be a 
learning curve for these youngsters.” 

Viera named Anthony Panzarino as his 
player to watch out for in 2000. 

“Anthony was always a good player 
when in possession, but now he has also 
learnt to be good without the ball, posi- 
tional play and so on. He could go onto 
play NSL with a bit of luck” 

Viera is also confident that a number of 
Under 21 players will be able to do a job 
in the top grade if required and he singled 
out young sweeper Daniel Borg as the 
most likely to succeed from this group. 

When asked what was the secret 
behind Parramatta’s youth success, Viera 
took the story back to the days of his 
long time friend, current Olyroo coach 
Raul Blanco. 

“With Raul we always were prepared 
to give young players a go,soI think from 
then on young players realised they had a 
better chance of getting into the top grade 
at Parramatta. The club has also looked 
after those players once they joined the 
club” 

Another Parramatta Eagles tradition 
seems to hark back to the Blanco days. 
That being an attractive ball playing style 
based on skill rather the physical side of 
the game. Not surprisingly for a man 


brought up in Brazil, Viera’s football philos- 
ophy reflects that. 

“Obviously you play to win but if your 
able to win and play good quality football 
that to me is perfection. I use to say that if 
you play good football but lose so be it, but 
at the end of the day most people demand 
more than that, they demand results. But 
really if you play well you'll end up win- 
ning more than you lose.” 

After missing out at the final hurdle last 
season, which teams does Viera expect to 
see as the most likely stumbling block this 
term? 

“It’s hard to go past Blacktown. They 
have such a strong a squad. It’s a big squad 
too, with plenty of experienced players 
plus a good sprinkling of talented young- 
sters as well. Also Bonnyrigg are always 
likely to be up there challenging for hon- 
ours, but St George could spring a sur- 
prise too although possibly they don’t have 
enough depth to go all the way.’ 

Whilst Viera likes many sports he 
spends most of his spare time involved in 

soccer in some capacity or other. 

“I’ve heard it said that people are born 
with a soccer ball, but I think I will die 
with a soccer ball? laughs the likeable 
Viera. 

If Roberto Viera’s enthusiasm counts 
for anything Parramatta will be a shoo-in 
for this season’s title. 
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Damien Foxe 


Born in Sydney in 1974, Damien 
Foxe kicked-off his playing career 
at the age of 7 with western 
Sydney club, Winston Hills, and 
later developed his game playing 
Youth League for Blacktown and 
Melita. 

In 1989-90, the talented defender 
returned to Gabbie Stadium and has 
remained there ever since, working his 
way from the under-16 level to captaining 
the Demons first-grade side. 

Damien recalls the 1992 season as his 
first major breakthrough at Blacktown. 

“I won selection in the Blacktown 
reserves (under-21s) half-way through the 
1992 season and some good performances 
helped me secure a first-grade spot during 
the 1993 campaign. During 1993 and 
1994, I regarded myself as a fringe player 
as I moved up and down between the 
seniors and under-21s. This was probably 
the most frustrating time of my career; a 
real low point.” 

However, fortune turned around for 
Damien in 1995 when he cemented his 
first-grade position and, since then, the 25 
year-old has been a regular fixture in the 
powerful Blacktown City sides of the late 
1990s. 

“1998 and 1999 were great seasons for 
our Club. We won the Premiership in both 
years and I was best-on-ground for the 
1998 Grand Final. Unfortunately, I missed 
the 1999 victory in my first season of cap- 
taincy because of suspension.” 

So how does the 2000 Super League 
season shape-up for the reigning two-time 
Premiers? 

“We've recruited some experienced 


midfielders in Paul Dee and Paul 


Richardson from Bonnyrigg, but the player 
to watch out for is a 20 year-old striker we 
snared from Marconi by the name of Mark 
Hagger. Of course, players such as Matthew 
Lowe and Peter Sermanni will be valuable 
for the Demons as well. 

“I think that we'll have a lot of pressure 
on us to maintain the standards we’ve set 
in the past two seasons. Because we are 
reigning champions, all the other Super 
League Clubs will be trying to knock us 
off. On the other hand, we’ve recruited 
well and trained hard during the pre-sea- 
son so I think we’re ready for the chal- 
lenges of 2000. 

“I expect that our biggest challengers 
will be the likes of Bonnyrigg, Leichhardt, 
Parramatta, and Canterbury, although the 
Berries do blow hot and cold. 

“Personally, I would like to lead the 
boys to another Premiership. Finishing on 
top of the table after the home and away 
season is a major goal for us. Last season, 
we lost our final three games and therefore 
blew our chances of taking out top spot, 
which made things harder during the finals 
series.” 

Does Damien envisage following in the 
footsteps in his brother, Hayden, and trying 
his luck with an overseas Club? 

“Probably not at this stage of my career. 
I’m committed to the 2000 Season with 
Blacktown and following that I would like 
to play in the National Soccer League while 
maintaining my position as a rep for Pepsi. 

“But it’s great to see Hayden doing so 
well. He’s just played in front of 55,000 
people in the Emperors Cup final in Japan 
for Sanfrecce Hiroshima and also played for 
the Socceroos and Olyroos this year. I’m 
really proud of him and it’s always great 
when Hayden comes home to Sydney.” 


Damien at the 1999 Grand Final. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


with Greg Stock 


Super Soccer presents a 
regular section on Did You 
Know? which gives Super 
Soccer readers a chance to 
ask our resident expert, 
Greg Stock, anything they 
like about soccer in New 
South Wales. Greg is an 
enthusiastic historian of the 
local game and, along with 
colleagues Andrew Howe 
and Thomas Esamie, helps 
to maintain the statistical 
section of the Oz Soccer 
web site 
(http://ozsoccer.thehub.com 
au). 


Send your questions to: 

Did you know? 

C/- Super Soccer 

PO Box 6024, Blacktown BC, NSW, 
2148 

or e-mail info@soccernsw.com.au 


If you stump him, we'll give you a 
complimentary double pass to the 
Super League Grand Final in July! 
Please include your name and address 
with your question. 


Has any player won the Super League Gold Medal twice? 


Yes, John Pillemer is the only current Super League player to achieve such a feat - 
in 1992 and again in 1993. John who has again linked up with Eastern Suburbs this 
season played in 20 matches in the ‘92 season (18a+2s) scoring 1 goal, while in ‘93 
he played the first two games of the season with Eastern Suburbs before transfer- 
ring across town to the Leichhardt Tigers where he made 20 appearances (18+2s) 
scoring 7 goals. John polled reasonably well in the voting both times scoring 23 
votes in ‘92 and 30 votes in 1993. A livewire utility player John should figure promi- 
nenily in the voting again in 2000. 


The Gold Medal has only been in existence since 1989 when it took over from the 
old Rothmans Best and Fairest Gold Medal. The Rothmans medal which was won 
by George Blues of A.P.I.A. Leichhardt in 1970 (its inaugural year), was won twice by 
Auburn’s John McDonald in 1973 and 1975. In its last year (1988) it was won by 
Sebastian Giampaolo who also won the inaugural Federation Best and Fairest Gold 
Medal in its first year in 1989. So, in essence, you could say there are three players 
who have won the top NSW best and fairest award twice. 


Have there been any Australian wicketkeepers to play football? 


| can’t say | know too much about Adam Gilchrist’s football ability, but | have heard 
that he was captain of an Australian Under 19 soccer team. The only NSW (and 
Australian) wicketkeeper | know to have played first division football in NSW is Brian 
Taber. 


Taber who many remember for his athletic ‘keeping ability for NSW and Australia 
was also a first division footballer with North Shore and North Shore EPT in the 50’s 
and 60’s. A hard running winger, Taber tried very hard to mix his two codes before 
ultimately concentrating on cricket. 


Another NSW cricketer to play for his state in both cricket and football was former 
Leichhardt-Annandale goalkeeper Ken Grieves. Grieves was a team mate of Joe 
Marston at Lambert Park and played for NSW on their 1946 trip to Queensland. With 
the willow, Grieves was a hard hitting middle order batsman who scored a century 
for NSW against Victoria at the SCG in the Sheffield Shield. In 1947, Grieves accept- 
ed an offer to play Lancashire league cricket in England and left Australia to pursue 
his career there. While in England he kept fit by playing football in the off season 
with Wigan Athletic but when word spread about his remarkable talents he became 
one of only a handful Australians up to that time to play football in England when he 
signed for Bury. As first team goalkeeper he made 59 appearances, before stints at 
Bolton (49 apps) and Stockport County (57 apps) saw out his career by 1960. 
Grieves never forgot his Australian roots, writing countless articles for magazines 
and papers back home before passing away in 1992. 
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Andrew Howe looks at NSL action. 


Needing a win to put them on 
top of the table last week, the 
Perth Glory drew away with the 
Northern Spirit 1-1, while in 
Victoria the Gippsland Falcons 
defeated the Strikers in a fiery 
game 2-1. The match of the 
round was at Wollongong where 
the Wolves got up 3-2 over 
Carlton, while in the supposed 
mis-match of the round last 
placed Sydney United defeated 
first placed Olympic 2-0 at the 
Sydney United Sports Centre. A 
run of seven straight losses for 
the Cosmos ended with another 
round 16 upset - a 3-2 away win 
over Marconi, and the 
Melbourne Knights grabbed a 
last minute equaliser to hold the 
visiting Adelaide City to 1-1. 
Newcastle-South Melbourne and 
Kingz-Parramatta have been 
rescheduled. 

In round 17 action, Carlton take on the 
Northern Spirit at Melbourne’s Olympic 
Park. Carlton have lost just once from 
eight home matches this season, and last 
week’s 2-3 loss to Wollongong was only 
their first loss since November. The Spirit 
have had such an up and down season - 
both home and away - that only a very 
brave person would make a confident pre- 
diction about their upcoming match. 

In Newcastle on Friday night, the 
Breakers will be aiming to extend an eight 
game undefeated streak which started 
when they drew 1-1 with the Adelaide City 
Force in mid-November. The two teams 
now meet again, with revenge in mind for 
the Force’s Alex Tobin and Aurelio Vidmar - 


both sent off in this previous encounter. 
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This season Newcastle have lost at home 
just once, while the Force have won away 
just once. This match marks Breakers’ goal- 
keeper Bob Catlin’s 300th NSL game. 

The Parramatta Power awaken from a 
three week NSL slumber to face the 
Gippsland Falcons at Parramatta Stadium 
on Sunday night. The Power have called 
off their previous two games due to 
Olyroo commitments for Power squad 
members. Gippsland are in reasonable 
form, losing just two of their previous 
eight games. 
However the 
Falcons’ away 
form - with 
only three away 
victories in the 
last two sea- 
sons - makes it 
difficult to con- 
template a 
Gippsland victory. 

The pressure will be on Marconi when 
they travel to take on bogey team 
The Stallions’ shock loss last 


weekend continues an indifferent season 


Brisbane. 


for a club which demands constant suc- 
cess, and they would probably prefer any- 
one but the Strikers this weekend. In their 
twelve previous encounters, Marconi have 
won only once, and have not won in 
Brisbane since October 1995. Despite also 
losing last weekend, the Strikers lie just 
two points away from top position of the 
NSL ladder. 

At the Belmore Sports Ground on 
Sunday, first-placed Sydney Olympic play 
current champions South Melbourne in 
the latter team’s first NSL commitment 
after the World Club Championship in 
Brazil. Since meeting for the first time in 


the NSL in 1977, these teams continue a 


fierce rivalry where the head-to-head 
record clearly favours the Melbournians: in 
all previous games South Melbourne have 
won 22 compared with Olympic’s 8 (with 
13 draws); and, in Sydney, Souths’ domi- 
nance continues with 10 wins compared 
with Olympic’s 5 ( draws). 

Two clubs fighting for their long-term 
NSL existence are the Melbourne Knights 
and Canberra Cosmos, who face each 
other at Knights Park. The two lowly- 
placed teams will be striving for points off 


The pressure will be on 
Marconi when they travel to 
take on bogey team Brisbane. 


each other, as the team who is placed high- 
er on the table may be seen in a better light 
once decision time for the 2000-01 NSL 
arrives. It is hard to contemplate victory 
for the Cosmos who have won just once in 
nine previous meetings. 

A remarkable record where Sydney 
United have not lost to the Wollongong 
Wolves at Wollongong’s Brandon Park since 
1989 will be severely tested this weekend. 
The Wolves are currently hot, and confi- 
dence will be high in this clash against last- 
placed Sydney United on Sunday. 
However, in all previous matches United 
have by far the most wins (21 to 5, with 7 
draws) and the young United team - reju- 
venated by victory last weekend - will be 
going all out to maintain such a dominant 
record. 

Perth Glory-Kingz has been resched- 
uled until March 26. 


ET 
tipping skills against our 
Super Soccer experts. 


Just send in your predictions for the 
top three places in Super League 2000 


at the end of the home-and-away season, 


and you could win an 


Autographed 


Entry forms must be in by 4 February 2000. 
Send to: 
Super Soccer - Super League 2000 competition 
PO Box 6024 
Blacktown BC NSW 2148 
Just write your top three teams on the back of an 
envelope with your name, address, 


e-mail and telephone number. 


The winner will be announced in Super Soccer in August. 


ynton The Enigma 


The 1999-00 NSL season has seen 
the introduction of the Kingz FC 
(based in Auckland) into the 
Australian domestic competition. 
It is a move that sparked 
controversy - with some 
believing we shouldn’t be 
helping the Kiwis, and others 
believing that it will help 
strengthen the Oceania region 
which is, ultimately, good for 


Australian football. 

Regardless of where you sit in this 
argument, the Kingz FC have a truly 
international player with 

their coach, Wynton Rufer, 

who was the first 

amongst equals for New 
Zealanders when he left 

to play in Europe for 12 

years, enjoying a highly 
successful career in the 
Bundesliga. Super Soccer 
caught up with Wynton 

Rufer through our special 
correspondent, Cordwainer Bull 

Wynton Rufer has unique status in 
New Zealand soccer. 

He is not only the country’s greatest- 
ever player, but also the sport’s biggest 
enigma. 

The 37-year-old established himself as 
such a star in European competition that 
he was recently appointed to FIFA’s 18- 
man players’ committee (hob-nobbing it 
with the likes of Pele, Beckenbauer, and 
Bobby Charlton) while he has also been 
feted as Oceania Player of the Century. 

Twenty years after making his interna- 
tional debut Rufer still has a tremendous 
on-field presence, and is now seeking to 
make his mark as a coach, having been 
charged with guiding the Football Kingz, 
New Zealand’s first professional soccer 
team. 


But despite a CV full of soccer honours 
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and achievements, Rufer is still the biggest 
“international man of mystery” since Austin 
Powers. 

Perversely, he’s the only New Zealand 
soccer player most rugby followers have 
ever heard of, but still more likely to be 
recognised in the streets of almost any 
European capital than in Auckland. 

That’s because during his remarkable 
career in Europe from 1982-94 New 
Zealanders saw almost nothing of him. 

Partially that can be attributed to 
TVNZ’s pathological dislike of soccer. 
However, it’s also due to the fact that in an 
18-year international career Rufer suffered 
from “Harry Kewell Syndrome”, managing 
just 39 appearances for the All Whites. To 


After one gruelling match for Werder 
Bremen, Rufer declared reading the 
Bible at halftime helped bim pull 
through when his energy was flagging. 


put that in perspective, from 1986-97 Mike 
McGarry earned 87 caps. 

But Rufer is also enigmatic in other 
respects. He simply doesn’t conform to any 
Kiwi archetype you can think of.A million- 
aire, he is neither an “average bloke”, “a 
good keen man”, a Yuppie or a Snag. 

Nor is he a natural media star. Indeed, 
Rufer has installed himself as possibly the 
most boring television comments man of 
all time. His speech is laboured, and he 
talks in cliches. During the 1998 World Cup 
he added little insight with his television 
comments, and generally bewildered view- 
ers. 

Adding to the eclectic mix is his 
unshakeable Christian faith, which he 
proudly wears on his sleeve. 

In November’s general election, Rufer 
was the only New Zealand sports identity 


to offer public endorsement in backing the 
Christian Heritage Party. 

It made little impression, however, with 
Christian Heritage failing to reach the MMP 
5 per cent threshhold for a seat. But it did 
show Rufer still has the courage of his con- 
victions — just as he did in distributing 
Bibles on street corners behind the old 
Iron Curtain when on European duty with 
Werder Bremen. 

Talking religion is one thing which has 
always brought sparkle to Rufer’s conver- 
sation, and something he likes to mix with 
his soccer. 

After one gruelling match for Werder 
Bremen, Rufer declared reading the Bible at 
halftime helped him pull through when his 
energy was flagging. 

“Grabbing my Bible, I 
opened it at Isaiah 40:28 
and, 10 minutes into the 
second half my prayers 
were answered,” he said. 

And invited to give a 
pre-match pep talk to 
Melville United upon his 
return to New Zealand in 
: 1997; 
stunned to hear him suggest they join him 


players were 
in prayer. 

Rufer’s appointment as Kingz player- 
coach was not regarded as controversial, 
despite his modest coaching pedigree. He 
has a German A licence but limited experi- 
ence in leading a club, and came fresh from 
being unceremoniously dumped as New 
Zealand Under 16 coach. 

However, as with all coaches, his meth- 
ods are open to question, even if only from 
the terraces at North Harbour Stadium 

As I write, Rufer has made himself 
unavailable, both as a player and coach, for 
a Kingz home game, to attend a FIFA junket 
in Europe. 

It’s hard to imagine the manager/coach 
of any other professional club having the 
same priorities on matchday, given the 
money that has been sunk into the club 
and a host of below-par performances. But 


Or 
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it must be acknowledged this has not, to 
date, raised any eyebrows with either the 
club hierarchy or the New Zealand media. 

One of the strengths it was envisaged 
Rufer would bring to the Kingz was his 
ability to lure top-class talent. 

But the big names from Europe never 
arrived. Two Chileans he brought from 
Colo Colo have spent lengthy spells in 
which they’ve not even made the bench, 
while the jury is still out on the pedigree 
of the Australian contingent of Marcus 
Stergiopoulous, Dino Mennillo, Levent 
Osman, and particularly Robbie Middleby. 

But what can’t be criticised 
is Rufer’s impact on the pitch. 

Even in his twilight, and 
coming back from shoulder and 
Achilles tendon operations, he 
is easily the Kingz best player. 

Indeed, the Kingz need him 
far more as a player than a 
coach. On the field he exudes 
the vision he sometimes seems 
to lack off it. 

Rufer has lost none of his lethal ability 
— both at scoring and setting up sitters for 
team mates to blast over the bar. 

Admittedly his NSL debut was a disas- 
ter, in which he bizarrely opted to play 
himself in the unfamiliar role of sweeper. 
But once reminded he was a class act as 
striker or midfielder, Rufer has been the 
most eye-catching Kingz player. 

He doesn’t run around a lot. But he 
makes passes other players can only dream 
about, caresses the ball sweetly, and sees 
possibilities others don’t. 

His remarkable goal against Newcastle 
Breakers was typical. He didn’t hammer 
the ball, he placed it — exactly inside the 
upright, and with just enough power to 
get it past the keeper, but not too much so 
that he lost control of it. And this he did 
facing the wrong way, with the ball at an 
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awkward height, and behind him. 

It just took many Kiwi fans back 18 
years to that wonderful moment against 
China when he hit the ball just as perfectly 
to score the goal which took New Zealand 
to the World Cup. 

The tragedy is Rufer makes few starting 
appearances, treating himself almost as a 
last resort when he has no faith his players 
can do the job.This professional reluctance 
— part of the Rufer mystique, it seems - 
even extended to penalty taking. 

Rufer made a name for himself as one 
of Europe’s most clinical penalty-takers. 


It just took many Kiwi fans back 18 
years to that wonderful moment 
against China when he hit the ball just 
as perfectly to score the goal which 
took New Zealand to the World Cup. 


Said the 1993-94 European Football 
Yearbook of Rufer: “Eight of the New 
Zealander’s 17 goals were scored from the 
penalty spot and he must now rank as the 
one of the best in the business from 11m 
out. His technique never varies. A slow, 
casual run-up, eyes fixed on the goalkeep- 
er’s movement and a gentle sidefoot into 
the opposite corner...” 

But in the Kingz debut game Rufer curi- 
ously left skipper Chris Jackson with an 
unfamiliar responsibility — to the team’s 
cost. Even after Levent Osman also missed 
with a further pathetic attempt against 
Sydney United in the next match Rufer was 
still curiously hesitant to step forward. 

“I was famous for my penalties when I 
played in Europe, but my glory days are 
over” Rufer said. “It is time for someone 
else to take that responsibility.” 

Finally Rufer relented stepped up to 
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pot a couple from the spot against 
Wollongong in Christchurch. It was like 
watching a master craftsman at work. He 
hit them so softly — one to each side — 
they barely reached the net. It was almost 
comical, as if he was playing a game of 
chicken with the ‘keeper. 

Rufer dislikes talking about his own 
ability or achievements as a player, prefer- 
ring to deflect questions to the challenges 
his team mates must face in the Australian 
league. That’s a reflection of the personal 
transition he is trying to make from player 
to coach. 

He sees the Kingz biggest 
challenge as being to adopt a 
“European style of defence” in 
which the players are comfort- 
able in bringing the ball out 
from the back. 

The Euro style they boast 
at present is decidedly San 
Marino-ish, having, at the time 
of writing, conceded the most 
goals in the league.This is something Rufer 
attributes to teething problems. 

“In modern football the game is built 
around defence, which I don’t personally 
like, but it’s going to take a bit of time,” he 
said. 

“A lot of these boys can run all day. 
They're used to an English-style game. 
They understand what we want and it’s 
slow coming.” 

But the NSL has brought logistical chal- 
lenges as well as strategic ones. 

“[’ve never in my career in Europe had 
to fly for three hours and then take anoth- 
er two hours on the bus to get to our play- 
ing destination,’ Rufer said. “So the travel is 
a real concern for us and the problems that 
go with it” 

— Cordwainer Bull is a columnist for 
Sitter! — New Zealand’s only soccer 


fanzine. 


FACT FILE 


Born: 29 December 1962 
Oceania Player of the Year: 1989 and 1990 
European clubs/appearances/goals: 


1981/82 
Norwich City (no first team appearances but did start in a testimonial friendly against Fort Lauderdale Strikers) 


1982-1987 
FC Zurich (details unavailable) 


1987/88 
FC Aarau (Switzerland) League: 36 Apps 21 Goals. 


1988/89 
Grasshopper-Club Zurich (Switzerland) 36 Apps 18 Goals plus 2 Apps in Cup Winners Cup (CWC) 


1989/90 
SV Werder Bremen (Germany) 34 Apps 10 Goals plus 10 Apps UEFA Cup and 4 UEFA 
Cup Goals. (7th in league, German Cup Runners-up losing 3-2 to 1FC Kaiserslautern 


1990/91 
SV Werder Bremen (Germany) 33 Apps 15 Goals, 3rd in league, German Cup Winners beating 1FC Koln 4-3 on 
penalties (Rufer scored from the spot to make it 1-1 after Klaus Allofs missed the first) 


1991/92 

SV Werder Bremen (Germany) 29*Apps 5 Goals plus 8 Apps CWC and 4 CWC Goals including one in the Final 
against AS Monaco. (9th in league, European Cup-Winners Cup Champions beating Monaco 2-0, German Cup 
Semi-finalists losing 6-5 on penalties to local rivals Hannover 96.) 


1992/93 
SV Werder Bremen (Germany) 32 Apps 17 Goals. (Bundesliga Champions, German Cup Quarter-finalists losing 2- 
1 to Chemnitz.) 


1993/94 
SV Werder Bremen (Germany) 33 Apps 10 Goals. (8th in league, German Cup Winners beating Rot Weiss Essen 
3-1 in final with Rufer scoring from an 88th minute penalty.) 


Rufer’s Bundesliga/European record at Werder Bremen: 

Played 161 league games scoring 57 goals. 

Played 30 European matches scoring 20 goals (making him the all-time leading European goalscorer for Werder 
Bremen up until he left the club for Japan). 


In total Rufer played 218 games for Werder Bremen scoring 97 goals making him third in Bremen’s all-time 
goalscoring list (Bundesliga only - not including Oberliga and the Zweite Liga) up until the time he left the 

club, behind Frank Neubarth (132 goals) and Rudi Voller (107 goals). 

Won 2 German Cup titles(1991 and 1994), 1 Bundesliga Championship (1993) and 1 European Cup-Winners Cup 
title (1992) with Werder Bremen. 


1994/95 Jef United Ihichara (Japan). Stats not available 
1995/96 Jef United Ihachara (Japan). Stats not available 


1996/97 North Shore United (NZ) Stats not available 


1997/98 Central United and 1FC Kaiserslautern 
Chatham Cup winner with Central United (NZ). Played 4 games for 
Kaiserslautern scoring 4 goals in their promotion season back into the Bundesliga. 


New Zealand 
39 caps between 1980-97, 18 goals. 
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SAPPHIRE 


Following our article last week 
that one of the measures of the 
strength of football in this State 
is the number of NSW players in 
national teams, Binesh Mudaliar 
this week looks at the large 
number of New South Wales 
football players overseas. What 
they have in common is the fact 
that they were (mostly) born 
here; learned their soccer here; 
and developed through the NSW 
system and hierarchy - until they 
ventured away at various ages. 
Some are household names, 
some are not so well known to 
the ‘average’ fan - but take a 
look and see how many you 
recognise. 


In total, there are 111 (confirmed) 
Australian footballers plying their trade 
overseas. Of these 111 players, 49 had at 
least some part of their soccer education 
in New South Wales. Undoubtedly, the 
most famous of these football exports are 
those wreaking havoc in the top flights of 
English and Italian football, that is, Harry 
Kewell (Leeds United), Mark Bosnich 
(Manchester United), Richard Johnson 
(Watford) and Paul Okon of Fiorentina 
fame. Former Blacktown junior Craig 
Moore is also enjoying a sterling season 
with Scottish giants Glasgow Rangers - 
although Craig considers himself a 
Queenslander! 

There is also a host of players appear- 
ing regularly in the secondary leagues of 
the English game. For example, Craig 
Foster has recently returned to Crystal 
Palace’s senior team after a long injury lay- 
off, Tim Cahill has attracted the attention 
of several big British Clubs as he impress- 
es up front with Millwall, while Jon Brady 


is in the form of his life with ambitious 
non-league outfit Rushden and Diamonds. 

Moving to the continent and former 
National League players David Zdrilic and 
Ned Zelic play in the Bundesliga with SSV 
Ulm and 1860 Munich respectively while 
ex-Rockdale City defender Tony Sekulic has 
recently transferred from second division 
Mainz to third division Darmstadt 98. 

In Holland, Zeljko Kalac has made the 
‘keeper’s jersey his own at first division 
Roda JC Kerkrade and Jason Culina is serv- 
ing the first year of a five-year contract 
with the world famous Ajax Club of 
Amsterdam. 

Over the border to Belgium, and 
Kresimir Marusic is impressing in his first 
season with Lommel while goal machine 
Rodrigo Palomino continues his European 
adventure with third division Francs 
Borains. 

Representing NSW in Greece are goal- 
keepers Ante Covic (PAOK Salonika) and 
Kyriakos Tohouroglou (Olympiakos) while 
in Croatia Tony Grdic (Hajduk Split) and 
Ante Milicic (Rijeka) are first team regulars. 

All by themselves in Turkey, Romania, 
and Norway respectively are Ufuk Talay at 
Bursaspor, Joshua Maguire with Steaua 
Bucharest, and Molde striker Clayton Zane. 

A trend in the past few years is the 
growing number of NSWIS players that are 
being snapped up by European Clubs. 
Joeys’ Shane Cansdell-Sherriff and Brad 
Groves are running around with Leeds 
United, midfielder Luke Wilkshire has 
played with Paul Gascoigne in 
Middlesborough’s reserve team this year 
while former Sydney United attacking mid- 
fielder Ante Deur is contracted to Croatia 


Zagreb’s prestigious youth academy. 


Paul Okon of Bossley Park playing in Serie 
A for Fiorentina 


Socceroos Hayden Foxe and Tony 
Popovic recently played for Sanfrecce 
Hiroshima in Japan’s Emperors’ Cup final 
in front of 55,000 people while in south- 
east Asia, the likes of Darren Stewart, Ben 
Blake, and Scott O’Donell have concluded 
playing commitments in Singapore’s 1999 
S-League. 

Across to South America, and former 
Stanmore Hawk Robert Bustos, this year 
broke into the senior team at Neuva 
Chicago in Argentina’s second division 
while Santiago Morning is Marcelo Pena’s 
third Chilean Club. 

And finally, consider several players 
who ran around the football grounds of 
Sydney as youngsters but are ineligible to 
play for the Socceroos. The world’s most 
expensive player Christian Vieri, Verona 
and Croatia defender Ante Seric, and Jamie 
McMaster, an NSWIS-trained player who 
committed his future with England. 
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PLAYER 
Bernal, Andrew 
Blake, Ben 
Bosnich, Mark 
Brady, Jon 
Bustos, Robert 
Cahill, Tim 
Cansdell-Sherriff, Shane 
Covic, Ante 
Culina, Jason 
Deur, Ante 

Edds, Gareth 
Filan, John 
Foster, Craig 
Foxe, Hayden 
Gonzales, Carlos 
Grdic, Tony 
Groves, Brad 
Harries, Paul 
Hunter, Matthew 
Johnson, Richard 
Kalac, Zeljko 
Kewell, Harry 
Kulcsar, George 
Lovell, Stuart 
Maguire, Joshua 
Marusic, Kresimir 
McDermott, Andrew 
Milicic, Ante 
Moore, Craig 
Murphy, Shaun 
Neill, Lucas 
O’Donell, Scott 
Okon, Paul 
Palomino, Rodrigo 
Pena, Marcelo 
Popovic, Tony 
Rizzo, Nick 
Robertson, Mark 
Schwarzer, Mark 
Scope, Tynan 
Sekulic, Tony 
Stewart, Darren 
Talay, Ufuk 
Tohouroglou, Kyriakos 
Van Blerk, Jason 
Wilkshire, Luke 
Zane, Clayton 
Zdrilic, David 
Zelic, Ned 
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CLUB 

Reading 

Gombak United 
Manchester United 
Rushden & Diamonds 
Nueva Chicago 
Millwall 

Leeds United 

PAOK Salonika 

Ajax Amsterdam 
Croatia Zagreb 
Nottingham Forest 
Blackburn Rovers 
Crystal Palace 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 
Ourense 

Hajduk Split 

Leeds United 
Carlisle United 
Leeds United 
Watford 

Roda JC Kerkrade 
Leeds United 
Queens Park Rangers 
Hibernian 

Steaua Bucharest 
Lommel 

West Bromwich Albion 
Rijeka 

Glasgow Rangers 
Sheffield United 
Millwall 

Tampines Rovers 
Fiorentina 

Francs Borains 
Santiago Morning 
Sanfrecce Hiroshima 
Crystal Palace 
Burnley 
Middlesborough 
Bristol City 
Darmstadt 98 
Balestier Central 
Bursaspor (LOAN) 
Olympiakos 

West Bromwich Albion 
Middlesbrough 
Molde 

SSV Ulm 

1860 Munich 


DIVISION (& TIER) 
Nationwide Division Two (8) 
S-League (1) 

Premier League (1) 


Conference League (Non-League) 


Nacional B (2) 

Nationwide Division Two (8) 
Youth 

Division A (1) 

KPN Telecompetitie (1) 
Youth 

Youth 

Nationwide Division One (2) 
Nationwide Division One (2) 
J-League (1) 

Segunda B (8) 

1.HNL (1) 

Youth 

Nationwide Division Three (4) 
Youth 

Premier League (1) 

KPN Telecompetitie (1) 
Premier League (1) 
Nationwide Division One (2) 
Premier League (1) 

Divizia A (1) 

Eerste Klasse (1) 
Nationwide Division One (2) 
1.HNL (1) 

Premier League (1) 
Nationwide Division One (2) 
Nationwide Division Two (8) 
S-League (1) 

Serie A (1) 

Division IIIB (8) 

Primera A (1) 

J-League (1) 

Nationwide Division One (2) 
Nationwide Division Two (8) 
Premier League (1) 
Nationwide Division Two (8) 
Regionalliga Sud (8) 
S-League (1) 

1.Lig (1) 

Division A (1) 

Nationwide Division One (2) 
Youth 

Tippeliga (1) 

Bundesliga (1) 

Bundesliga (1) 


COUNTRY 
England 
Singapore 
England 
England 
Argentina 
England 
England 
Greece 


Holland 


Croatia 
England 
England 
England 
Japan 
Spain 
Croatia 
England 
England 
England 
England 
Holland 
England 
England 
Scotland 
Romania 
Belgium 
England 
Croatia 
Scotland 
England 
England 
Singapore 
Italy 
Belgium 
Chile 
Japan 
England 
England 
England 
England 
Germany 
Singapore 
Turkey 
Greece 
England 
England 
Norway 
Germany 
Germany 
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1. Which club was Kasey 
Wehrman’s first NSL club? 

4. Which park do the Illawarra 
Lions play their home games 
at? (2 words) 

6. Who coached the Socceroos 
during their France ‘98 World 
Cup campaign? (2 words) 

8. Who is the number one goal- 
keeper for Bonnyrigg’s first 
grade Super League side? (2 
words) 

10. Who wore the No. 6 jersey 

for the Canberra Cosmos 


2. Where do Sydney Olympic play their home games? during the Cosmos’ first 

3. Who was the 1989 NSL Player of the Year? (2 words) season in the NSL? (2 

5. Which South-East London club was formed in 1861? words) 

7. Which country hosted the 1974 World Cup? (2 words) 13. Which part of your head 

9. Which club were the champions of the NSL in 1989? should you head the ball 

11. Which NSW 1st Division club was relegated to 2nd division after last season? with? 

12. Which former NSW Institute of Sport player now plays for Leeds United? (2 14. Which country does Haji 
words) play for? 

16. Which club does Ronaldo play for? (2 words) 15. Which club does Paul Okon 

18. Which former ABC Managing Director became chairman of Soccer Australia? pea tor? 


7. Who was the top scorer in 
the 1993-94 NSL season? 
(2 words) 

20. South Melbourne Lakers 
were once known as South 
Melbourne 

. What colour card represents 
a caution? 


(2 words) 
19. Which two colours do the Parramatta Eagles play in? 
21. Which Colombian soccer player is recognisable by his abundance of hair? 
23. Which region does Australia belong to when qualifying for FIFA international 
competitions? 
24. Which country won the 1990 World Cup? 22 
25. How many players should there be on a soccer field at the start of a game? 
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Editorial 


Who wants to 
be a referee? 


It’s not often we hear something nice about them - and I must 
say, that at a particular game which I attended over the week- 
end, the referee was considered totally inadequate by both 
sets of supporters, both sets of club officials and both sets of 
players. There were curious decisions, doubtful free kicks, 
generous use of yellow cards and an extremely soft penalty - 
and the game also ended at least two minutes short of regular 
time. 

But having said that, it’s not an easy job. We all think we 
know better - even when we're 80 metres away from the 
action! 

Every week, there’s hundreds of people on the sideline 
who believe they would be a better referee than the one offi- 
ciating; justice would be served; and the right team would 
win. 


So why not prove it? 
The Referees’ Association is always looking for more referees. 
If you’re 14 years or over, you can keep fit, get into games for 
free, earn a bit of extra money, and get abused by total 
strangers every weekend! 

It can’t be too bad, because there are 3,250 referees in 


_ New South Wales. 


A series of referee instructién courses is being held 
throughout February in three locations: 

° the Apia Club at Camperdown 

¢ the State Soccer Centre, Valentine Park at Glenwood, and 

¢ the Serbian Centre at Bonnyrigg. 

You may want to do the course just so you can help out 
your own Club - or you could go on to become one of 
Australia’s great referees working on Super League games, 
NSL games, friendly internationals or even World Cup tourna- 
ments. It does happen; and the career structure for referees 
begins with the basic course being run next month. 

So - don’t just sit there and whinge! Earn yourself a whis- 
tle and be whinged at instead. 

For further information, contact Ron Beaumont at NSWSF 
on 9629 1800. 

In the meantime, enjoy your football - and leave the poor 
referees alone! 


Bonnie Mersiades 
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GAMES IN NSW 
THIS WEEK 


There’s a feast of football on every weekend in Sydney and surrounding area. | 
Here’s a quick guide to the Super League 2000, NSL and international games this week. 


For detailed information on Super League 2000, see inside! 


Friday 21 January 

St George v Canterbury Marrickville - St George Stadium 8.00pm 
6.00pm (21s) 4.00pm, 19 Jan (18s) 

Newcastle Breakers v Adelaide Force - Breakers Stadium 7.30pm 


Saturday 22 January 

Fairfield Bulls v Leichhardt Tigers - Nineveh Field 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s) 3.00pm (18s) 
Penrith v Parramatta Eagles - Andrews Road Field 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s) 3.00pm (18s) 
Manly Warringah v Blacktown - Cromer Park 6.00pm, 4.00pm (21s) 

Bonnyrigg v Macarthur Rams - Serbian Centre 7.00pm, 5.00pm (21s) 3.00pm (18s) 
Bankstown v Central Coast - Jensen Park 5.00pm (18s) 

Eastern Suburbs v Sutherland - David Phillips Field 5.00pm (18s) 

Parramatta Power v Gippsland Falcons - Parramatta Stadium 7.30pm 


Sunday 23 January 

Manly Warringah v Blacktown - Cromer Park 5.00pm (18s) 

Bankstown v Central Coast - Jensen Park 6.00pm, 4.00pm (21s) 

Eastern Suburbs v Sutherland - David Phillips Field 6.00pm, 4.00pm (21s) 
Wollongong Wolves v Sydney United - Brandon Park 6.30pm 


Games next week 

29 January 

Macarthur v Leichhardt - Bensley Road Sports Complex, 7.00pm 
Blacktown v Penrith - Gabbie Stadium, 7.00pm 

Manly Warringah v Central Coast - Cromer Park, 6.00pm 
Sutherland v Bankstown - Seymour Shaw Park, 7.00pm 

Fairfield v Eastern Suburbs - Nineveh Field, 7.00pm 

30 January 

Parramatta Eagles v St George - Melita Stadium, 7.00pm 
Canterbury Marrickville v Bonnyrigg - Henson Park, 7.00pm 


Super League 2000 


admission prices 


4a dulits SIO 
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16 & under: S$s$2 
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